
“Community for myself, and
witnessing how much work is
being done has given me hope

in the frustration.”

“The burst of joy and energy I
get from being surrounded by

change makers has been
remarkable.”

“This space is a circle of care
where we share resources,
support one another, and
carry the work of systems

change together.”

Carry This Into Your Work
Across healthcare, public health, childcare, education, and community services, ask:

Who provides breastfeeding support locally, and where are families experiencing gaps?
Are people with community knowledge included in planning and decision-making?
How can your organization connect, support, and compensate the people doing this work?

THIS REPORT WAS GENERATED FROM DISCUSSION AT THE SEPTEMBER 17,  2026 LOCAL BREASTFEEDING SUPPORTER MEETING.  
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE MEETINGS,  VISIT  MIBREASTFEEDING.ORG/LOCAL-MEETINGS.

Connection, Community, and
Collective Action

What We’re Hearing Across Michigan

Participants raised concerns about
the Western Upper Peninsula, where
the only IBCLC is reportedly retiring

and few other lactation
professionals are available.

Reimbursement requirements also
continue to limit who can provide

and receive payment for
breastfeeding support.

Access to lactation support
remains a systems issue.

Updates highlighted Black
breastfeeding support in Kent
County, expanded lactation
services in West Michigan,

connections between
breastfeeding and disability

advocacy, and ongoing Indigenous
Milk Medicine and birth education

work.

Community orgs continue
creating solutions.

Participants expressed interest in
shaping Michigan’s breastfeeding

priorities through community
conversations, data interpretation,

and strategies that connect
planning to implementation.

Statewide planning needs
community voices. 

What This Community Means
Participants described these meetings as a source of connection, shared learning, advocacy, and renewed energy:

A Pause, Not an Ending
September marked our final monthly Local Breastfeeding Supporter Meeting of 2026. Due to current funding circumstances,
meetings are pausing while MIBFN works toward a sustainable model for the Local Breastfeeding Supporter Fund. Additional

funding is needed to sustain these spaces for connection, mentorship, and collective advocacy. As Shannon shared: “The
monthly Zoom meeting was never the movement itself. It was one place where the movement could gather.”

Thank you to everyone who brought your knowledge, relationships, resources, humor, and whole selves to this space.
The meeting is pausing. The work continues.
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