
“In moments of challenge, it is even more
important that we remember: our work is deeply
interconnected. when we stand together, rooted
in care, trust, and a commitment to justice, we
move mountains. It is through our collective
power, not isolation, that we will create a
world where every family can nourish their
children in dignity and peace.”
Shonte’ Terhune-Smith, IBCLC, MIBFN Community Education Manager

Human milk feeding is
more than nutrition; it is

a biological and
emotional relationship

that depends on
proximity, security, and
community support - all

of which are
compromised when

families are separated.

Current immigration
enforcement and

detention policies have
caused family

separations that
interrupt human milk

feeding, with long-term
consequences for infant
health, maternal mental

health, and broader
community well-being.

Lactation cannot be
isolated from the

broader community
context; separation

policies dismantle the
essential community

infrastructures - such as
culturally responsive

lactation care and peer
support networks - that

families rely on.

Despite these barriers,
community organizations
like Mama’s Mobile Milk

are finding ways to
transport human milk

from separated lactating
parents to their infants,
demonstrating the life-

saving role of grassroots
networks when systems
fail the families they are

meant to protect.

Medicaid reimbursement for doulas
remains limited and difficult to
access, creating barriers that

prevent many families from receiving
the care they deserve.

Local Breastfeeding Supporters want
a space, like the Local Breastfeeding

Supporter Meetings, to discuss
actionable steps to keep the work

moving forward.

THIS REPORT WAS GENERATED FROM DISCUSSION AT THE APRIL  17,  2025 LOCAL BREASTFEEDING SUPPORTER MEETING.  
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE MEETINGS,  VISIT  MIBREASTFEEDING.ORG/LOCAL-MEETINGS.

community is crucial to the birth
and breastfeeding justice movement
the ability to nourish, nurture, and bond with an infant depends on strong family
and community ties - all of which are deeply harmed by forced separation policies.

As breastfeeding supporters, our strength has always come from community
as we stand together in love, solidarity, and shared purpose. 


